
Early Years Curriculum and Assessments
Policy statement
Blue Bubbles Pre-School has developed an ambitious inclusive curriculum that provides equality of opportunity and an anti-discriminatory practice. It is designed to encourage all children to build on their learning over time while enabling them to bring in their own interests at their own pace. Our curriculum is underpinned by:

The Early Years Foundations Stage overarching principles:

· Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.
· Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

· Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them build their learning over time. Children benefit from strong partnerships between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

· Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.

The three characteristics of effective teaching and learning (The way in which children learn):

· Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

· Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
· Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Our own pre-school’s aims and values: (also see our Vision and Mission Statements)
· Provide an inclusive environment

· For children to become life-long learners
· Have high expectations

· Encourage children to learn to the best of their abilities

· Develop children’s strengths and skills to prepare them for school
· Encourage children to construct their own knowledge

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has seven areas of learning and development, all areas are inter-connected:

Three prime areas: 

· Communication and Language

· Physical Development

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Four specific areas:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding the World

· Expressive Arts and Design

Our curriculum is well-balanced and we ensure each child has the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of the EYFS (also refer to Blue Bubbles Pre-School Curriculum) as well as meet or exceed the Early Learning Goals (ELG) by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

We recognize planned and purposeful play as being an important part of a child’s learning and development so we offer free play as well as adult guided activities and experiences. Our curriculum provides children with experiences which enable them to develop intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically and this in turn provides a rich context for the development of their language and encourages positive attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle.
We are focused on supporting and nurturing our children’s natural desire to be life-long learners ……… where the sky is the limit! 
Establishing Children’s Starting Points
When children start at the setting they arrive at different levels of learning and development. To help them to settle and make rapid progress it is important that they are provided with care and learning opportunities that are suited to their needs, interests and abilities. This means establishing and understanding their starting points and whether there are any obstacles to their learning, so that teaching can be tailored to the ‘unique child’.

· The aim of establishing a child’s starting points is to ensure that the most appropriate care and learning is provided from the outset.

· Starting points are established by gathering information from the first contact with the child’s parents/carers at induction and during the ‘settling in’ period. 

· The key person is responsible for establishing their key children’s starting points by gathering information in the following ways:

· observation of the child during settling in visits

· discussion with the child’s parents/carers
· building on information that has been gathered during registration by referring to the registration documentation/All About Me files on Tapestry
· The key person must make a ‘best fit’ judgment about the age band the child is working in, referring to Development Matters.

· If the initial assessment raises any concerns that extra support may be required key person will speak with our SENCo and arrange a meeting with parents/carers.
Assessments
Assessment plays an important part in helping your child’s key person and parents recognise your child’s progress, understand their needs, plan for activities/experiences, offer support and provide next steps. Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process. At Blue Bubbles Pre-School we observe and assess children in line with the EYFS to understand their level of achievements, interests and learning styles and we can then shape learning experiences for each child reflecting those observations. Your child’s key person will write a six monthly progress summary assessing your child against the seven areas of the EYFS learning and development aspects, this will be shared with parents on Tapestry where you will be encouraged to add to the report.
Progress Check At Age Two
For children who attend Blue Bubbles Pre-School before their child’s progress check at age two has been carried out. Parents will need to inform their child’s key person once the date of their child’s progress check has been booked. 

Your child’s key person will work with parents and be responsible for writing your child’s progress check at age 2 report. This will provide information about your child’s development within the prime areas of the EYFS and can include your child’s, parents and key persons voice. On-going observational assessment informs the progress check and it will highlight your child’s strengths as well as any areas that may need extra support. This report will be uploaded to Tapestry and should be shared with professionals at your child’s progress check at age 2.
Procedures
· We recognise children are all unique and learn in different ways and at different rates. 
· Our curriculum is designed to be flexible so that your child can incorporate their unique needs and interests.
· Our curriculum is shaped and influenced by the families, children and staff in our pre-school. There will be opportunities to have a say on aspects ush as extra-curricular activities, food menus, trips etc.
· Children will have access to daily indoor and outdoor play experiences as this is essential for all aspects of a child’s development.
· Children will be given the opportunity to express freedom, spontaneity, fun and ownership of their play experiences, playing alongside their peers and staff to work and learn together.
· Children whose home language is not English, we will work in partnership with parents to take reasonable steps to provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in their play and learning such as dual language books, posters and resources, staff learning home language key words etc. Children will be given sufficient opportunities to learn and reach a good standard of English language.
· The adults’ role will be to facilitate the children’s development through play in a happy, stimulating and caring environment. 
· We recognize naturally occurring teaching moments are crucial to a child so our staff are ready to react and respond in that very moment.

· We provide a rich balance of challenging child-initiated and adult-led indoor and outdoor play experiences in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage seven areas of learning and development (prime and specific)
· Practitioners will use close observations and assessments to enable them to assess children’s individual abilities and interests and to ensure appropriate planning and next steps are in place.
· We ensure we provide a carefully planned environment, providing opportunities for ’risky play’, this helps all children to find out about themselves and their capabilities. It also helps develops self-confidence, independence and lays the foundations for a healthier life 
· We provide opportunities for outside play each day, throughout the year in all different kinds of weather.
· We provide a safe and secure learning environment both indoors and outdoors.

· We recognise the importance of early intervention for those children who need additional support (please also refer to Supporting Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities).

· Our curriculum is inclusive, we use documents and tool kits such as Development Matters and Early Years Smaller Steps to provide the structure to implement an effective curriculum which meets the EYFS Statutory Requirements.

· All children will receive quality learning and teaching experiences and activities will be differentiated accordingly.
· We work with outside professionals where needed.

· All assessments are made in line with the EYFS.

· Significant observations of children’s achievements are recorded and shared in your child’s individual Tapestry learning journal.

· Six monthly progress summary reports are shared with parents via Tapestry, these reports enable your child’s key person to assess them against the EYFS seven areas of learning and development.
· The types of activities undertaken are: messy play, creative play, large play equipment, soft play, circle time, role play areas, book areas, small world play, outside play, water play, sand play, music play, food play, extra-curricular experiences and much more.
